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the whole package on'hold.”.

focused

o We'll learn pr ecise detaxls in thenext few:
'days ‘But it: appears that . the following-
agreements would have; .been made were it .- -

not for the “Star'Wars” issue: .
; ,——Reductlon of one half of all long-range

:" “elimination-"of- these systems in 10 years.

. This would mean the dismantling of 20,000
warheads'withi the" explosive - power ‘of

~about 800, 000 Hiroshima bombs.

: —Immedlate elimination of all ‘but. 100

“medium-range-; m1ss1les on- each s1de,
‘reduction of over 85%.

. - —Limits on: ‘nuclear testing" and" new.:r_ ‘
negotxatlons on a comprehenswe test ban' =

treaty

Commentators frlendly ‘to Presxdent 'f'%'.‘
Reagan have said that these steps repre- " °} -
‘sent-enormous- concessions by the Soviets. | -

And they do. We can attest to that.

'American and European physicians have: .

worked ‘with' Soviet- ‘colleagues for. five
‘years now in alerting the people and
government of the Soviet Union-to some

" central truths: that a nuclear war would: be "
" unsurvivable;, and that the national securi- .

+ ty interest .of the Soviet Union cannot be

gamed at'the expense of the secumty of the.; ‘

United States.

. The, changes, among “both leaders and ‘

W <

ordmary citizéns, have been remarkable to

: observe, -Cynics may scoff at Soviet leader
B M1kha1l S.”Gorbachev’s embrace .of Ein-’
o stem scal or “a new way of thinking in’

‘But” only one. "'We ought to be grateful”
’ that the area of dlscord can be so ttghtly‘

Y
. ‘confined to laboratory research.” :
- The other says that before'there ‘can be
. ‘abolition, - theré must  be a.decade of
~. research, -development and full-scale test-
ing in order to come up with.a vast-array of -
space weapons, which:he says would be '
-hmlted solely to defense.

‘Since it is our President who ‘seeks the '
'.mnovatlon the responsxblhty falls on all

‘nuclear systems in~five years complete

elf.’declar_ed' bohtlomsts Wwho § say. they are

ge.” But:the- breadth and;'f'..'vf
: depth of the near mlss measures at Rey-

‘ready to'agree’on:a ‘mutual path toa’ shared .
-goal part company onasingle question, -
" One "says “that . abohtlon requlres that N

Amerlcans 10 decide whether he has met -
he burden of proof. '

‘We should- ¢onduct a great natlonal
debate—not only in Congress but in 6ur. .

*: schools and.“at our town- meetings.: Just

what 'is the:Strategic Défense: Imtlatlve"‘j_-f‘

What "¢an it be -expected ‘to' do? Whose" .

interests might it protect: and whose might :::
'threaten" ‘What will it really cost? . .
And, in' the. end,” we must answer the *
final questions: What'is the best way to.

‘protect our people from Soviet missiles? By
.. drastically 'reducing ‘the- number of those .
. .-missiles or by trying to shoot- down far
larger numbers from the sky? 2
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